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When it comes to the question of how we should treat nonhuman animals, there are many opinions, but
only two answers that make any real sense. Either it is okay to use all the other animals of the world as
nothing more than resources for our own benefit, or it is not.

The middle ground – the place where people go when they would rather not make a choice – is
untenable.

In America, at least, we have been conditioned to compromise. In our politics “bi-partisanship” is often
the goal as rival parties “reach across the aisle” to make deals. In our private lives we preach “everything
in moderation” as we try to accommodate every possible view. But are we doing anything, in the end, that
is actually good?

In 1776, Thomas Jefferson, a slave owner, wrote the Declaration of Independence, a document hailed
ever since as one of the most eloquent expressions of Freedom and Liberty ever penned. But Jefferson, in
the name of compromise, was unable to include all human beings when he wrote “All men are created
equal.”  When the Constitution was finalized some years later, it was too important to the Union’s
founding that ”slave states” be part of it, so America’s bargain with the devil continued.

It took almost a century more, and a Civil War, to end those compromises and leave that immoral middle
ground. It took another hundred years to end Jim Crow, “Separate but Equal” and all the other
compromises with the forces of intolerance who always seek to subjugate the “others” in our world.

You might take exception to my using the analogy of human slavery when the topic of this post is what
we do to other animals, but if so, you mistake the point of analogies. Human slavery is an abomination
and a stain upon the history of humankind which may be unequalled in its immorality. But the mindsets
and reasoning that allowed and perpetuated it are at work in many other areas just the same. When we
recognize the similarities between one form of subjugation and another, it is not to make the two
equivalents in all respects, but it is too acknowledge the errors in both those forms.

So what does this have to do with animal rights?

Only this. Here is a quote from 1814, which was posted to the website Quotes On Slavery:

“Q. 10. By what class of people is the slavery of the Africans and their descendants
supported and encouraged?

“A. Principally by the purchasers and consumers of the produce of the slaves’ labour; as
the profits arising from the produce of their labour, is the only stimulus or inducement
for making slaves.”
~ Elias Hicks (1814)

If you believe that the unnecessary suffering of nonhuman animals is wrong, and you probably do, then
compromise should not be an option.  Because the compromise position is no middle ground at all. The
compromise position supports, justifies, enables and forwards the status quo, it does not ameliorate it.

How can I say that?
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Because the status quo is the compromise position. The status quo is the middle ground.

You’ll remember that I began by saying that only one of positions on the question of animal rights makes
any sense; either any and all use of nonhuman animals as resources at our sole discretion is justified or
none is. Whatever else you may think about the issue, there is no way to justify the breeding and raising
of some nonhuman animals for use as resources while accepting others as members of our families. You
do not need to accept any moral obligation to any nonhuman animal at all to recognize that it makes no
sense to eat pigs but love dogs. Either we should eat both, or we should eat neither.

But we don’t make the difficult choice, we accept compromise, and just like when America accepted the
compromise of Slavery, injustice is the result. We know that. Otherwise we would think nothing of killing
our puppies for our cook-outs on the Fourth of July.

So, when you act. in Elias Hicks words, as the “purchasers and consumers of the produce” of the lives
and labors of nonhuman animals, you are directly contributing to their continued use as resources. And
“as the profits arising from the produce of their labour, is the only stimulus or inducement for” the
continued use of nonhuman animals as resources, whether you only buy one hamburger once a month or
have one every day, you are directly supporting the slaughter of billions. Whether the only leather
product you have is your wallet, or whether leather covers every piece of furniture in your house, you are
directly responsible for death. Every dollar you spend at a zoo or circus, every penny you pay for “free
range” eggs goes into the coffers of an industry that would just as soon slaughter cats if you would buy
them.

There are only two options, and only one choice. Either every living thing on the planet is ours to do with
as we please, to use as we see fit, or they are not. There is no middle ground.

Go vegan.
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