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I'll eat meat but only with a clear conscience
Rosamund Urwin
06.12.10

We Brits pride ourselves on being a nation of animal lovers. This week's
Pingu parade at Hamleys has now been called off on welfare grounds.
Katie Waissel put up a good fight but cat-in-a-wheelie-bin woman is sure
to be crowned villainess of the year. And who hasn't shelled out some
extra shrapnel to the homeless because of Fido's big brown eyes?

The problem is, we're kidding ourselves. For how can the land of the £1.99 chicken -
a bird whose life must be so miserable that it dances all the way to the abattoir -
possibly claim to care deeply for its critters?

On Thursday night, Intelligence Squared holds the debate "Don't eat animals".
Speakers include the philosopher Peter Singer, best known for his book Animal
Liberation, and Julian Baggini, the author of the Pig that wants to be eaten. You can
guess who is on which side.

I am no herbivore. As a teenager, a four-day flirtation with veganism left me
famished. The smell of bacon under the grill will always be the incense of the
kitchen. And as John Cleese joked, if God did not intend us to eat animals, then why
did he make them out of meat?

But what frustrates me is that so few people relate what is on their plate to the
beast in the field, or, more likely, the beast in the dingy giant barn.

My godfather is an organic farmer. A few summers ago, he showed a 10-year-old
from London around their farm. Noticing that the lambs were marked with red and
green crosses, the boy asked what the colours meant. My godfather gently explained
that they indicated which would be kept and which would soon be shepherd's pie. The
boy nodded but looked sad. "Why can't people just go to Tesco to buy meat?" he asked.

It is not just children who are ignorant about meat production, though. We rightly attack the French for their foie
gras habit and yet routinely ignore the brutality of our own factory farms.

Before the vegetarians feel too smug, most of the milk-drinkers among them are also guilty. For although they
may harangue anyone who dares to eat veal, few understand how the white stuff is produced.

In the vast dairy farms, to keep yields up, Daisy spends much of her life pregnant. If she gives birth to a male, it
is usually shot at birth. It would be far less wasteful - and I believe far more humane - if these cows were
reared for sale as rose veal, where the animals live in fields in the summer and in comfortable barns in the
winter. Yet somehow the view persists in Britain that veal is an intrinsically cruel food.

This ignorance reflects a wider severing in our association between animals and meat. We like meat best when it
is unbloodied and wrapped up in plastic; no wonder the supermarket has triumphed over the butcher.

For how else could we square our often anthropomorphic sentimentality about our farmyard friends with our
eating industrially-produced meat and milk?

Quality is expensive, of course. But there's no need to consume meat every day. And where the choice is
between saving cash and eating and drinking with a clean conscience, I would rather scrimp elsewhere.

Babe may bring a tear to your eye, but unless you pay a little more for his brothers' bacon you can never truly
call yourself an animal lover.
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Ok, the usual Vegan heart rending rationalizations - quietly ignoring biology -
not to mention one now well documented reason why man the primative
primate ever reached the top of the food chain in the first place. The
difference between modern Vegans and meat eaters, as best I can make out,
is that the latter, while not agreeing with them, accept that the vegetarians in
their various degrees of strictness have the right to choose what they eat. I've
never yet met a Vegan who would afford a meat eater the same choice had
they the power to stop them. 

One would let people decide for themselves. The other would decide what
was best according to THEIR monothink conscience. 

Heads up - as a meat eater I owe no allegiance to a Vegan's over-sensitive
conscience. Oh, and by the way - I actually LIKE the taste of vegetables too.
As side dishes.

- Rogan, Irving, 07/12/2010 03:05

Report abuse

When I was a teenager I stopped eating meat out of love for animals and it
only lasted for a week, but I was addicted to meat and animal products plus I
didn't see a good enough reason why I should eat differently than everyone
else I know.. they already thought I was crazy enough. Met some vegans
down the road and they also believed in humane exploitation, but then later
on I learned that animals are not things to benefit from and that the animals
we eat are the same sentient beings as cats and dogs. I was amazed that it
took more than a decade for me to see the irrationality and the injustice w
bring upon other beings. But seeing articles like these with the promotion of
happy slaughtered and enslaved animals makes me understand how I and
others had been confused from all the brainwashing propagandas. How can we
talk anout love and compassion by making them our slaves? And as for the
John Cleese joke, humans are also made of meat but cannibalism stopped a
long time ago, so it's time we start eating really delicious vegan food instead
of eating corpses and animal secretions.

- Anna Sityar, Broward Florida, 06/12/2010 15:28

Report abuse

The last line is incorrect it should read... 
Babe may bring a tear to your eye, but unless you stop eating animals you can
never truly call yourself an animal lover. 

Killing is cruelty, makes no difference what life the animal lead.

- Sophie Pritchard, Wareham, Dorset, 06/12/2010 12:00

What a load of self righteous tripe! If you eat animals, putting an extra pound
up at the till is irrelevant. There are no such things as organic slaughter
houses, all animals have their throats slit and are bled to death in the same

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/review-23900920-veggies-look-away-at-hawksmoor-seven-dials.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23901282-wines-to-toast-the-portuguese-strikers.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/article-23892270-five-places-for-slow-cooking.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/restaurants/article-23889985-five-places-to-eat-curry.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23886534-meatball-mondays.do
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904106-ill-eat-meat-but-only-with-a-clear-conscience.do%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-1303991290747972%26adU%3Dwww.Groupon.com/San-Jose%26adT%3DSan%2BJose%2BCoupons%26adU%3Dwww.Shop.MarinGrassFedMeat.com%26adT%3DMarin%2BGrass-Fed%2BMeat%2BCo.%26adU%3DDailyLife.com%26adT%3DHamburger%2BMeat%2BRecipes%26adU%3Dwww.Pam4You.com%26adT%3DEasy%2BMeat%2BRecipe%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNGguaQ52293kX4m1n7mbO83p3z1sA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bi2mKUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DIzns4wC5P6U-hjU7oPwTJCqiQEQARgBIK-Z1BEoBDgAUI-ZyYr6_____wFgyZ75hsijoBmgAbylquUDsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRv-AEBwAIBqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzNSM4M_975NBWCfcSlfc-nDKDSTw&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/san-jose/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DExplorerText%26utm_placement%3Dwww.thisislondon.co.uk
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bi2mKUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DIzns4wC5P6U-hjU7oPwTJCqiQEQARgBIK-Z1BEoBDgAUI-ZyYr6_____wFgyZ75hsijoBmgAbylquUDsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRv-AEBwAIBqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzNSM4M_975NBWCfcSlfc-nDKDSTw&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.groupon.com/san-jose/subscribe%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DExplorerText%26utm_placement%3Dwww.thisislondon.co.uk
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BMyo8Uv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DIuHzPMBk_GdghjAjbcB8MghEAIYAiCvmdQRKAQ4AFDY9-a0______8BYMme-YbIo6AZsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRvqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtz8hh6zfA7QFKgv7ljPIySzDxRbEA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.Shop.MarinGrassFedMeat.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BMyo8Uv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DIuHzPMBk_GdghjAjbcB8MghEAIYAiCvmdQRKAQ4AFDY9-a0______8BYMme-YbIo6AZsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRvqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtz8hh6zfA7QFKgv7ljPIySzDxRbEA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.Shop.MarinGrassFedMeat.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BsB3VUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DLzXprkBjK2UzB3AjbcB4NwqEAMYAyCvmdQRKAQ4AFD-8Yzi-P____8BYMme-YbIo6AZsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRvgAIBqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxoF-VXDgLEZeQ_ie5I7d812LVUNg&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.dailylife.com/search.php%3Fquery%3Dhamburger%2Bmeat%2Brecipes%26dlid%3Ddl-4cf51d9b86418%26dls%3Dadwc%26
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BsB3VUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DLzXprkBjK2UzB3AjbcB4NwqEAMYAyCvmdQRKAQ4AFD-8Yzi-P____8BYMme-YbIo6AZsgEWd3d3LnRoaXNpc2xvbmRvbi5jby51a8gBAdoBaGh0dHA6Ly93d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVrL3N0YW5kYXJkL2FydGljbGUtMjM5MDQxMDYtaWxsLWVhdC1tZWF0LWJ1dC1vbmx5LXdpdGgtYS1jbGVhci1jb25zY2llbmNlLmRvgAIBqAMB6AO5BugD8AX1AwAAAEQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxoF-VXDgLEZeQ_ie5I7d812LVUNg&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.dailylife.com/search.php%3Fquery%3Dhamburger%2Bmeat%2Brecipes%26dlid%3Ddl-4cf51d9b86418%26dls%3Dadwc%26
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BRaVOUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DLattOABpt-OmBLAjbcBwPVBEAQYBCCvmdQRKAQ4AFDanZ2QB2DJnvmGyKOgGaABmpPc5wOyARZ3d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVryAEB2gFoaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWsvc3RhbmRhcmQvYXJ0aWNsZS0yMzkwNDEwNi1pbGwtZWF0LW1lYXQtYnV0LW9ubHktd2l0aC1hLWNsZWFyLWNvbnNjaWVuY2UuZG-AAgHIAt6YyBeoAwHoA7kG6APwBfUDAAAARA&num=4&sig=AGiWqtylu9c8t1tnypcwuPYbLjXDW5AxlA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.pam4you.com/pages/recipes/search_results.jsp%3Fkeywords%3D%26fms_16%3D70%26fms_13%3D%26fms_11%3D%26fms_15%3D%26action%3Dsearch%26view%3Dsearchresult%26submit_form%3Dsearch
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BRaVOUv39TNHHD4fUjQSwz-z3DLattOABpt-OmBLAjbcBwPVBEAQYBCCvmdQRKAQ4AFDanZ2QB2DJnvmGyKOgGaABmpPc5wOyARZ3d3cudGhpc2lzbG9uZG9uLmNvLnVryAEB2gFoaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aGlzaXNsb25kb24uY28udWsvc3RhbmRhcmQvYXJ0aWNsZS0yMzkwNDEwNi1pbGwtZWF0LW1lYXQtYnV0LW9ubHktd2l0aC1hLWNsZWFyLWNvbnNjaWVuY2UuZG-AAgHIAt6YyBeoAwHoA7kG6APwBfUDAAAARA&num=4&sig=AGiWqtylu9c8t1tnypcwuPYbLjXDW5AxlA&client=ca-pub-1303991290747972&adurl=http://www.pam4you.com/pages/recipes/search_results.jsp%3Fkeywords%3D%26fms_16%3D70%26fms_13%3D%26fms_11%3D%26fms_15%3D%26action%3Dsearch%26view%3Dsearchresult%26submit_form%3Dsearch
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904425-hundreds-stranded-in-snow-chaos.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904322-bite-to-eat-costs-violinist-her-pound-1m-stradivarius.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904322-bite-to-eat-costs-violinist-her-pound-1m-stradivarius.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-business/article-23904255-fury-as-desires-oil-find-in-falklands-turns-up-water.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard-business/article-23904255-fury-as-desires-oil-find-in-falklands-turns-up-water.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904247-presenters-gaffe-was-a-spoonerism-just-waiting-to-happen.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904247-presenters-gaffe-was-a-spoonerism-just-waiting-to-happen.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904207-gordon-brown-lost-labours-economic-grip---can-ed-miliband-get-it-back.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904207-gordon-brown-lost-labours-economic-grip---can-ed-miliband-get-it-back.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904207-gordon-brown-lost-labours-economic-grip---can-ed-miliband-get-it-back.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904112-wikileaks-and-the-freedom-of-speech-myth.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904112-wikileaks-and-the-freedom-of-speech-myth.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904188-bring-utilities-firms-to-heel-on-roadworks.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904188-bring-utilities-firms-to-heel-on-roadworks.do
http://lydall.standard.co.uk/2010/12/former-teacher-students-are-losers-from-changes-at-copland-school.html
http://lydall.standard.co.uk/2010/12/former-teacher-students-are-losers-from-changes-at-copland-school.html
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23904098-how-to-earn-pound-1-million-in-ten-minutes.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23904098-how-to-earn-pound-1-million-in-ten-minutes.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23904098-how-to-earn-pound-1-million-in-ten-minutes.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23904298-join-the-waste-watchers.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/lifestyle/article-23904298-join-the-waste-watchers.do
http://serve.williamhillcasino.com/promoRedirect?member=londones&campaign=DEFAULT&channel=299x100_Casino&zone=1469739595&lp=0
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/report-abuse.do?commentId=523504&docTypeId=1&docId=23904106
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/report-abuse.do?commentId=523317&docTypeId=1&docId=23904106
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/report-abuse.do?commentId=523090&docTypeId=1&docId=23904106


I'll eat meat but only with a clear conscience | News

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23904106-ill-eat-meat-but-only-with-a-clear-conscience.do[12/7/10 1:25:52 AM]

Aspirin 'cuts cancer death risk'

Bermondsey?
Light-filled apartments in
the new Bermondsey Spa
development from
£264,000.

Price Reduction
Dripping with Edwardian
splendour this character,
waterlogged family home.

Food Lovers Rejoice
Autumn is here with a
bumper crop of produce.
Foodie Douglas Blydeth
gives us his Top Treats.

Cirque du Soleil
Breathtaking new show
Totem opens in January
2011. Watch the trailer and
book now!

Get this season's tips
from Gok Wan
And follow our London
street style series, with
Specsavers.

Life Insurance
Get £150k life cover from
just £1.08 a week.

An old flame
reveals Mart’s
sexy summer
Just when Martin Amis
promised he’d given up
writing about sex come more
sex scenes — with Mart in
them

All stories

Daily Mail  Mail on Sunday  Travel Mail  This is Money  Metro

Loot Jobsite Homes & Property London jobs Educate London

© 2010 ES London Limited    Terms     Privacy policy     Brand advertising     Small business advertising     Promotion rules

 

Name:

Town and country:

Your comment: Terms and conditions

Make text area bigger

I agree to the House Rules.

Remember me - this will save your name and location for when you leave
your next comment.

Add your comment
 

You have 1500 characters left.

We welcome your opinions. This is a public forum. Libellous and abusive
comments are not allowed. Please read our House Rules.

For information about privacy and cookies please read our Privacy Policy.

 

 

Report abuse

horrific manner. The question you need ask yourself is would you allow it to
happen to a cat or a dog? No animal lover eats animals.

- Violet Donohoe, london, 06/12/2010 11:18
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