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Am I a fanatic? Do I want to be a fanatic? According to dictionary.com fanatic suggests excessive
devotion to a cause or belief. Therefore, I must be a fanatic about ending human trafficking and modern
day slavery. To that end, I guess I’m okay being called a fanatic.

I do try to live my life intentionally. I try to make decisions based on knowledge that I have and take action
which is for the good of people. Of course many times I fail and make decisions based on my own self
interest. But I also try not to push or expect others to make the same decisions I do.

Last night I was listening and participating in a conversation when at one point
someone asked where they could get a cheap area rug. My mind began to race.
Carpets and rugs are a major child labor issue. Kids as young as 5 are working in
factories for over 12 hours weaving together the fibers for carpets and rugs. Instead
of going into a discussion about child labor, I mentioned checking out the website
Rugmark.com and that I didn’t know how much the rugs cost but they could guide
someone to local retailers. It may have been a moral failure or maybe one person
will be moved to change their buying habits after visiting the website. Should I have

said more and changed the tone for the night? I really don’t know. But I do struggle with that question
often.

I think the mindset needs to change though. Instead of asking “Where can I get the cheapest?”, we
should be asking “Is this a product made with forced labor?” or “Where can I get products made without
slave labor?” I don’t push this because I run the website ShopToSlavery. I push it because we can
change the demand. RugMark believes in it and has made a powerful impact in the carpet industry.
Experts estimate that child labor on South Asia’s carpet looms has dropped from 1 million to 250,000
since the launch of GoodWeave’s certification program in 1995.

You, me, all of us can make that difference. I read a quote today by Zainab Salbi, “One woman can
change anything, many women can change everything”. Men, women, and children let’s change
everything! I’m guessing that is a pretty “fanatic” ideal!
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4 Comments

April says:
July  15, 2010 at 8:08 AM

Thank you so much for writing about this important issue and creating such an important
resource for conscious consumers. The world needs more fanatics like you! I just want to point out that
our new website is GoodWeave.org, as we have rebranded our certification program to GoodWeave.

Robin says:

Wednesday, July 14th, 2010 at 3:36 PM  
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July  15, 2010 at 8:19 AM

Thanks April. I do have the hyperlink on Rugmark going to http://www.goodweave.org. I love
your site and what your are doing to change the world.

Robin Garland says:
July  15, 2010 at 10:29 AM

It was interesting to read your comments, which are widely held by people who do not know
the hand made carpet industry well. You should look at the link below and if you would like to discuss
the true position of child labour in the hand made carpet industry in India please ring me on (44)1904
786880.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yA1dR0VcWI

Robin says:
July  15, 2010 at 10:40 AM

After viewing the video and checking out Project Mala, I believe we are on the same side of
the issue. Eliminate child labour + Educate children = Better future for communities
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