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Prejudice

Prejudice is a funny thing. I don't remember ever meeting anyone who claims to be
prejudice, or indeed who wants to be prejudice, and yet prejudice is still one of the
biggest problems in society. I can't help but think this is because people don't actually
understand what prejudice is.

Let's take the most well know of the prejudices, racism. I can honestly say I have
never met anyone who believes themselves to be racist, and yet I have lost count of
those I have met whom are undoubtedly racist. This racism ranges from the mildly
ignorant rural stereotype, who more than anything does not know how to react to
someone who simply looks different, all the way to individuals who will shout racist
things out of windows at other individuals, whilst they remain veiled in the belief that
they are just being 'ironic', or that they 'don't mean it'.

What seems to be the consistent stream running through 'accidental racists' like both
of these examples (which are typical of the majority of racists in society), is the belief
that it is what they say about racism that matters, rather than how they act with
regards to racism. Ie, they do not think there could be a problem with how they think
about or treat people with regards to racism, what is important is how they react
when talking directly about racism. Racism just seems to be a problem to be attacked
in formal conversations to these people.

All prejudice seems to work in roughly the same way as racism, in this sense. We quite
often hear, for example, of instances where people find it acceptable to be derogatory
about gay people, simply because they start the sentence with 'I have nothing against
gay people, but...'.

Misunderstanding

So there seems to be an obvious misunderstanding of what prejudice is - that for some
reason prejudice is just something to be seen to be against, or just something one has
to disagree with in a formal manner, rather than actually do anything about on an
individual or societal level.

This is a problem we all have to face. We all learn things from elders at some point,
and odds on something you have learnt is prejudice non-sense. Whether it be about
people of different nationalities 'stealing UK jobs', that women are 'naturally less
intelligent' or that gay people are somehow 'wrong'.

The key to being a decent person is digging up these prejudices in your own views and
hauling them out, rather than just being against them when questioned formally. It's
not difficult, and indeed we all have the ability to reason our ways past them. It is
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simply a case of pitting your opinions against common sense.

The Hidden Prejudice

There is nothing particularly difficult about facing the prejudices of racism, sexism,
homophobia, etc, in 2011. The world almost expressly rejects them on a legal level in
an increasing number of developed societies - and as countries become more secular,
there seems to also be a trend of logical equality building. What is not so easy,
though, is spotting the prejudices that society itself explicitly holds, and is not open to
discussion about.

When we see individuals who are different to the white middle class males who
generally run society, but who are still human, there is an overwhelming ease with
which we can recognise prejudice. Whether a person is male, female, black, white,
gay or straight, it seems obvious that the individual is still to be respected - after all
they are still human.

But here lies a prejudice that we have yet to even admit too at a societal level -
speciesism. Reason states that so long as an individual is human, they should have their
human interests respected. Reason also states that so long as an individual is sentient,
they should have their sentient interests respected.

Whilst sentient individuals other than humans should not vote or get an education,
they most certainly should have the interests that sentience provides, safeguarded.
Whatever else these interests may be, we know that a sentient individual (due to their
ability to experience their own lives) should have a right not to be treated as someone
else's property.

Currently this prejudice is not only harmful, like racism, sexism and homophobia, but
it is also not even accepted as a valid prejudice by many. I have written at length
previously as to why this might be, and I think most of this is down to the 'animal
advocates' themselves who are not making a clear case for anti-speciesism. But
whatever the reason, it is something that is damaging on a mass scale.

Society is racist and sexist, and hugely homophobic, and these things cause major
problems ranging from one on one violence all the way around to unfair work place
bullying, and unequal pay packets. However, what is clear is that speciesism dwarves
these problems hugely, owing to the fact that 50 billion individuals will be slaughtered
just for taste buds alone this year (only counting land animals, 100's of billions of sea-
dwelling individuals also die for the same reason).

And what is the usual response when one references this point? 'They are not humans',
'human problems come first', etc. So not only does this mass slaughter occur because
of a hidden prejudice, it is defended on prejudice grounds. Just think about it for one
second.

'They are not human'

Why does that matter, so long as they experience their lives?

Would it be okay to justify prejudice slaughter on grounds that 'they are not white', or
'they are not male', or 'they are not straight'?

If you say not, then you have some thinking to do. Not just so as next time someone
asks you about your thoughts on animals you can say 'yeah, eating animals is a bit
horrible', or appease yourself by 'only eating meat from free-range animals'. If you
disagree with prejudice, you need to act on an individual and societal level - and the
first step is veganism. It's the moral baseline, not an optional extra. Whatever else you
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Posted by Rob Johnson  

do, if you disagree with prejudice, you go vegan.

Check out Vegan:UK for more information, and a guide to going vegan.
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