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Who Are We To Judge?

Medieval drawing of a cat being hanged after his trial.

The oppression, injustices and physical cruelties
which humans inflict upon non humans throughout
the world are without a doubt horrifying and
deplorable. Yet, one of the most unjust and callous
actions we take against the other animals is in how
we judge them.

We commit the gravest form of discrimination and
prejudice when we pretend we know what.... they
don't think or what it is.... they don't feel.

And when we humans come to the short sighted
conclusions about the other animals, we've usually
arrived there without any sufficient evidence or real
empathetic understanding.
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We've raised the bar so high for the other animals
to be considered persons with feelings and interests
that even we ourselves cannot make it over such a
high mark.

History proves that humans cannot live without
illusion. We create false worlds to justify our
behavior and fears.
Irrational faith and absurd belief systems seem to
be our only way of coping with the reality that we
are mortal beings, no different from the other
animals of the world.
Like all the other animals we are born, seek mates
(companionship) forage for food and then we die.

Just like the other animals we cannot control our
own fate, yet we believe....
we can.

We judge the other animals as unaware and declare
that they do not understand life and death. But the
truth is we have no understanding of what happens
to us after we die either.

We are like every other animal who has lived and

Philip is a music producer
originally from San Francisco now
living in Venice(California).He is
now OK with this. He is not a
writer but simply a retired
drummer turned record producer
so we ask that readers go easy
on the literary criticism. He uses
spell check when his mom is
busy. Philip is best known by his
4 rescued cats and dog Lil Chili
but is also known for remixing
classic hit songs from the past to
help them sound modern, new or
as the Hollywood execs might
say "fresh!" Philip has been an
ethical vegan for 20 years.He
states that his veganism is based
on the opinion that he is simply
not persuaded by the obviously
ABSURD claim that humans must
eat or use animals to enjoy life.
Philip asserts that he is more
persuaded by the evidence that
killing animals is morally
unjustifiable as animals like most
humans do not wish to be killed.
Philip has known Lorri Houston
founder of Animal Acres for
nearly 15 years and is extremely
grateful she found enough
compassion in her heart(as the
record industry has collapsed
into a black hole of Internet
dust)to let him write this blog
and for allowing him the
opportunity to make new friends
with all the goats at Animal
Acres.
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died on this planet and like all other creatures, have
no answer for why we're here.

Yet, we homo sapiens constantly pretend we know
things we do not know and then judge the other
animals as being ignorant of the world they inhabit.

In the big blueprint of life, we are no different than
all the other animals.
Yet we humans still believe that we are different
and somehow more .....important.
We imagine that a squirrel gathering nuts or a dove
building a nest is doing trivial work.
We then go on to believe our shopping sprees, our
sitting in traffic or meeting job deadlines are so
much more important and substantial.
They are not.
In the big scope of being and existence it's all the
same.

We've formed the notion that our consciousness
and a concept of self is what places us above non
humans.
We judge the consciousness of others so harshly
while we fail to admit that we know very little about
our own consciousness .

 
a Big vegan thanks to Erin too!
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There are basic questions that no humans even
have the answers to yet.

Yes, we know the brain is the source of mental life
but we have no understanding of how it all
happens. We merely recognize that the mind is
what the brain does but we have no idea how it
creates consciousness itself.

Yet, after all this we are still determined to claim
that non human animals somehow lack this feature
called consciousness. Which is something that we
know so little about.
And all the while it appears obvious that the other
animals brains create minds as well.

Where is our humility?

While we know many things about who we are as a
species it's still a mystery of how our own thoughts
and our moods can exist and become illuminated in
a big clump of grey mass we call our brains.

The other problem, however, is we demand
reportability about some one's subjective
experience through words in order to declare such
consciousness as real rather than allow for the
simple observation that there is someone....there.
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And while we do allow consciousness to be accepted
on its outward signs for humans who cannot speak
(such as human infants)
most people will not grant the same for non
humans.

Human beings also arrive at the judgement that the
other animals lives are worth much less because
their perception and thought go on without any
consciousness.

Most humans believe non human animals don't
think or understand what they're doing and
therefore this somehow allows humans to feel
justified in taking animals lives away from them.
But conscious perception is a very small part of
what we ourselves experience. Here again we are to
quick to judge the others when we ourselves live in
a world that is nearly dream like and much more
shadowy than we tend to admit.

Consciousness is variable for humans, it is not a
constant state.
For instance the most accomplished musicians or
athletes are usually not even aware of their own
movements, they are usually not thinking about
what they're doing....they are just doing and being.
Yet when we accuse animals of existing in this

forever homes for 110 animals -
and spent over $25,000 on
emergency rescue and care costs.
Please help us again this year save
more farmed animals. Please
donate to our 2010 rescue fund.
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state.... it is somehow inferior.

Who are we to judge non humans so harshly and
with such irrational arrogance?

The fact remains quite clear that we have been
wrong about nearly everything in the past we
thought we knew to be the truth.
In recent history for example, most people believed
that the sun revolved around the earth and that the
earth was stationary and the center of the universe.

Before Darwin's theory of natural selection was
published humans believed they were created from
dirt, with a divine breath in the image of a Father
who lived in the sky.

Humans maintain that the other animals act merely
by automated instinct.
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Anyone who has spent time with a nonhuman
knows this to be false as they can make decisions
and choices where instinct could not be the main
participant.

However, we ourselves realize that instinct when
combined with raw emotions are the most intense
and meaningful experiences we can have.

Our judgement that we are superior to animals
because we operate with reason and rational
thought has recently been proved to be false.

The brilliant neuroscientist Antonio Damasio has
been studying humans who have brain damage
either from strokes or other accidents...these
humans cannot process their emotions or feel
anything. These people cannot make decisions. He
has shown that humans cannot think rationally
without feeling a gut instinct or raw emotion first.

We've been wrong about ourselves, about our own
minds and of course about our own place and
importance in the universe. Through eons of our
irrational judgments about animals we have
misunderstood them completely.
Tragically, it seems true, that our judgment about
the other animals has been and still is terribly
wrong as well.

The consequences of making false judgments
regarding non human animals is that it enables
humans to murder them indiscriminately by the
billions upon billions every year and thus bringing
so much unnecessary violence and misery into their
lives.
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For thousands of years animals have been
butchered, hunted and worked to death all because
we have judged them unfairly and incorrectly.

It takes nothing away from us to end the false
judgements we render against them. We lose
nothing when we become more emotionally and
intellectually honest when regarding who they are.

We do not become less alive or less human when
we stop judging the other animals unfairly. In fact
we know that by becoming more loving and
compassionate toward the other animals it will
inspire more kindness everywhere and bring about
a much healthier, happier world.
This is a scientific fact.

We've taken away so much dignity from countless,
magnificent, beautiful beings by judging them
inaccurately.

If we can see ourselves in them, we can realize how
much we all actually share.
If we can allow the other animals to simply live
their lives without such negative judgement there
would possibly never be a need for us to build
sanctuaries for them.
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They, like us, want to live a life that is free from
suffering and filled with happiness.

Become a sanctuary for others.
Stop judging,
Live vegan.

Don't Let Me Be Misunderstood
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6 comments:

 Lisa is Raw on $10 a Day (or less!) said...

Well said.

June 2, 2010 4:17 PM

 Emma said...

Perfect! This is one of the best animal rights essays I've ever
read. It is serious full of truth & beuatiful. Its seldom that I
read so many target points in an animal rights essay that make
me stop and think so much. I love the music too.
Thank you.

June 2, 2010 9:52 PM

 kendra said...

Sad but true. Never thought of our dominion over animals was
like a pre-judice. But you're right, it is.
Well written.
:)
k

June 4, 2010 11:51 AM

 Liz said...

Beautiful! All the points you made here are the same exact
things I had tried to convey to a friend a few months ago
about how humans are in no way superior to animals but sadly,
like most humans, she refused to listen because she is too
comfortable with the way she lives, and to accept the fact
that other animals are our equals would mean changing our
behavior from selfish to selfless which tragically too many
humans are disinclined to do :(

June 6, 2010 8:30 PM

 Robert said...

Philip,

I just read your Animal Acres profile, and was surprised to
discover that you used to be in Consolidated. I loved you guys!
To this day, I have "Typical Male" stuck in my head. :)

June 16, 2010 3:45 PM

 vegina said...

thank you for stating this so well and giving us words to help
spread the love!<3 <3
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