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Slavery and Language
Nonhumans are our slaves. We use them to satisfy our ends.
Speciesism allows this by degrading nonhumans into the class of things
and resources. Some members of this slave class, an infinitesimal
proportion, are viewed affectionately and treated relatively well. Yet
the fundamental relationship of subjugation and domination remains
constant. Even the most doted upon slaves are still slaves. The
enterprise of domestication is indelibly human-centered, from its
origins through till its eventual abolition. Nonhumans do not belong
within the human community, and will always have their opportunities
for genuine satisfaction foreclosed by our direct and calculated
relationships with them. We should not be using the other sentient
beings of this planet for any reason whatsoever. Underlying this claim
is the rejection of speciesism, lynchpin of the human/nonhuman
relationship.

Let's address one aspect of speciesist language. Terms like "dairy cow",
"layer hen", "guard dog", "companion animal", "game animal", and
"circus animal" are offensive and demeaning. Such labels
deindividualize. From the outset, they impose human expectations —
for milk, eggs, protection, and so on — upon nonhumans. By
integrating their "purpose" within our nomenclature, nonhumans are
defined and considered, not on their own terms, but on ours. When we
refer to nonhumans by the particular form of exploitation they must
endure, we help legitimize that (and all) exploitation; we imply
acceptance of sentient beings existing solely to serve. Analogously,
consider how, less than 200 years ago, humans captured in Africa were
being enslaved within America. Terms like "cotton human", "sugar
person", "tobacco girl", "rail boy", and "house slave" are clearly
inappropriate and racist. They are only appropriate as seen through the
eyes, and spoken by the mouths, of those who exploit.

posted by Nathan Schneider at 3:41 AM
there are now 7 comments — add more!

Return to VA Home

683

O v e r  9  B i l l i o n  I n d i v i d u a l s
P e r  Y e a r
Chickens murdered in America since
you loaded this page. Americans'
demand for chicken flesh and eggs
is responsible for the majority of this
abomination. It is merely one impact
of speciesism upon one nonhuman
species. (The person pictured is
Sweetie.)

Poster/Flyer/Handout

Available in Five Languages

Perspective & Approach

Introductory Statements
(10/1/08)

Descriptions and Positions
(9/25/08)

An Explanation of Rights
(10/24/08)

Use versus Treatment (10/4/08)

Author: Nathan Schneider

View My Profile

My Twitter Updates

@fftradio Is there a direct link
for this interview? I can't find
a link to the audio anywhere
on the site. 6 days ago

Happy World Vegan Day 2009
from Auckland, New Zealand
http://tr.im/DNQd Love it!
#Vegan 7 days ago

Dehumanisation discussed by
@RogerYates. Podcast part
one http://bit.ly/2iLu5i & part
two http://bit.ly/hpsmO 27
days ago

#Twitition Please ask Ingrid
Newkirk and/or Peter Singer
to debate Gary L. Francione
http://twitition.com/tlqrr
@VincentJGuihan 40 days ago

"Too often we honor swagger
and bluster and wielders of
force" - RFK
http://is.gd/3CjN3 45 days ago

How to Contact Me

add comments or send emails
nathan22t [@] gmail [.] com

Twitter & Facebook
Vegan Freak Forums

Some of the Readers

with Google Friend Connect

Followers (41) More »

Already a member? Sign in

 Follow

Subscribe to the Feed

 Feedburner — Atom — RSS
— By Email

Navigate the Entries

every post by half-years: 2H
2007 / 1H 2008 / 2H 2008 / 1H
2009 — monthly archives
beginning with August 2007

Search
powered by

Other Blogs & Sites

Vegan Freak
Brockway Hall
The Vegan Truth
California Vegan
Animal Emancipation
The Vegan Solution
My Face Is On Fire
Unpopular Vegan Essays
Veganic Agriculture Network
National Vegan Examiner
Animal Rights Malta
Roanoke Vegan Examiner
Human-Nonhuman Relations
Reformed Fast Food Mascot
Abolitionist Ramblings
Animal Rights Violations
Abolitionist Animal Rights
We Other Animals
Animal Person
Vegan Pamphlet
Atheist Vegan
Vegan FAQs

Gary L. Francione

Animal Rights: The Abolitionist
Approach

The Unofficial Gary Francione
Website

Groups & Local Efforts

Boston Vegan Association
Carolina Vegan Association
Peaceful Prairie Sanctuary

Places to Discuss

Vegan Freak Forums
Animal Emancipation Forums

Podcasts & Video

The Vegan News
Alternative Vegan
Vegan Freak Radio
On Human-Nonhuman Relations
Abolitionist Approach

Commentary
Coexisting With Nonhuman

Animals
We Other Animals Radio
New Zealand Vegan
Ask Science Dude
Live Vegan

Interesting Sites

Suicide Food
Philosophy Bites
Philosopher's Zone
Midwest GenderQueer
Everyday Sociology
Sociological Images
Gapminder

Online Vegan Stores

Vegan Essentials
Cosmo's Vegan Shoppe
Pangea Vegan Store

Delicious Vegan Food

Details Here (2007)

Details Here (2007)

Countless vegan cookbooks are
now available at bookstores,
libraries, and online. Many blogs
offer recipes and inspiration for
vegan cuisine — Vegan Improv,
BitterSweet, Vegan Dad, and
Ethical Pizza for starters.

Vegan Nutrition Facts

Details Here (2000)

Position of the American
Dietetic Association and the
Dietitians of Canada: vegnp.pdf,
and Information from the
Physicians Committee for
Responsible Medicine:
pcrm.org/health. My
perspective: Sustenance is one
major aspect of veganism —
the principled rejection of all
nonhuman use. Vegetarianism
is a diet that usually permits
the consumption of dairy and
bird eggs. Vegetarianism does
not satisfy our moral obligation
to nonhumans.

Recommended Books

Details Here (2000)

Details Here (2008)

Details Here (2007)

Details Here (2001)

Details Here (1996)

Details Here (1995)

Debate Review (2004)

Disclaimer & Request

The author does not necessarily
agree with or condone
everything at the sites (or in
the books) linked from this
blog. Credit Nathan Schneider
for extracted content
reproduced elsewhere. Obtain
written permission before
republishing complete blog
entries.

Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog» Create Blog  Sign In

Vegan Abolitionist
basic rights for sentient nonhumans

http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/09/slavery-and-language.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/04/descriptions-and-positions.html#speciesism
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/09/slavery-and-language.html
https://www.blogger.com/comment.g?blogID=906103178051929348&postID=4352391457255029895
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://peacefulprairie.blogspot.com/2006/08/sweetie-and-me_115679063655314707.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/12/new-b-abolitionist-poster.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/06/introductory-statements.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/04/descriptions-and-positions.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/04/explanation-of-rights.html
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/06/use-versus-treatment.html
http://www.blogger.com/profile/04745670897961499850
http://twitter.com/fftradio
http://twitter.com/nesndr/statuses/5363145329
http://tr.im/DNQd
http://twitter.com/nesndr/statuses/5337881993
http://twitter.com/RogerYates
http://bit.ly/2iLu5i
http://bit.ly/hpsmO
http://twitter.com/nesndr/statuses/4808826772
http://twitition.com/tlqrr
http://twitter.com/VincentJGuihan
http://twitter.com/nesndr/statuses/4485573404
http://is.gd/3CjN3
http://twitter.com/nesndr/statuses/4333541963
http://www.twitter.com/nsndr
http://www.facebook.com/Nathan.E.Schneider
http://veganfreaks.net/forum/member.php?u=4968
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Vegan-Abolitionist
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Vegan-Abolitionist
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Vegan-Abolitionist
feed://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default
feed://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default?alt=rss
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=Vegan-Abolitionist&loc=en_US
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2007-07-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2007-12-31T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=100
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2008-01-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2008-06-30T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=100
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2008-07-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2008-12-31T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=100
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&updated-max=2009-06-30T00%3A00%3A00-08%3A00&max-results=100
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2007_08_01_archive.html
http://blog.veganfreak.com/
http://brockwayhall.blogspot.com/
http://thevegantruth.blogspot.com/
http://californiavegan.blogspot.com/
http://www.animalemancipation.com/
http://vegansolution.wordpress.com/
http://my-face-is-on-fire.blogspot.com/
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/
http://www.goveganic.net/
http://www.examiner.com/x-4198-Vegan-Examiner
http://animalrightsmalta.blogspot.com/
http://www.examiner.com/x-22186-Roanoke-Vegan-Examiner
http://human-nonhuman.blogspot.com/
http://reformedmascot.blogspot.com/
http://nippalony.blogspot.com/
http://sites.google.com/site/animalrightsviolations/Home
http://abolitionistanimalrights.blogspot.com/
http://weotheranimals.blogspot.com/
http://www.animalperson.net/
http://veganpamphlet.com/
http://www.atheistvegan.com/
http://veganfaq.blogspot.com/
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/
http://www.gary-francione.com/
http://www.bostonvegan.org/
http://www.carolinavegan.org/
http://www.peacefulprairie.org/
http://veganfreaks.net/forum/
http://animalemancipation.com/forum/
http://news.vegan.fm/
http://www.alternativevegan.com/
http://www.veganfreakradio.com/
http://onhumannonhumanrelations.tumblr.com/
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/feed/podcast/
http://coexistingwithnonhumananimals.blogspot.com/
http://feed://animalemancipation.com/?feed=podcast
http://nzveganpodcast.blogspot.com/
http://asksciencedude.info/
http://www.youtube.com/user/LiveVegan
http://suicidefood.blogspot.com/
http://nigelwarburton.typepad.com/philosophy_bites/
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/philosopherszone/
http://www.midwestgenderqueer.com/
http://nortonbooks.typepad.com/everydaysociology/
http://contexts.org/socimages/
http://www.gapminder.org/
http://www.veganessentials.com/
http://www.cosmosveganshoppe.com/
http://www.veganstore.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1592332803/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0977080420/
http://www.veganimprov.com/
feed://bittersweetblog.wordpress.com/feed/
http://vegandad.blogspot.com/
http://www.ethicalpizza.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1570671036/
http://www.eatright.org/ada/files/vegnp.pdf
http://www.pcrm.org/health/veginfo/
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/?page_id=48
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/index.php?page_id=78
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1904859674/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0970647557/
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/index.php?page_id=49
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/index.php?page_id=50
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/2008/01/debating-speciesism.html
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.blogger.com/next-blog?navBar=true&blogID=906103178051929348
http://www.blogger.com/signup.g
http://www.blogger.com/
http://vegan-abolitionist.blogspot.com/

