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On Self Interest
Occasionally, vegan advocates are accused by non-vegans of
“promoting an agenda” or “forcing our desires on others.” The
implication (sometimes made explicit) is that we are promoting “our
self-interest.”

The poor reasoning is that since vegans want a vegan world, and
therefore strongly advocate for a vegan world, we are promoting “our
self-interest” in a vegan world. What such “reasoning” fails to
distinguish is 1) the vegan desire to see innocent others fulfill  their
crucial interests in not being intentionally bred, enslaved, harmed,
tortured, and killed, from 2) the non-vegan desire to fulfill  their own
trivial and unnecessary preferences and bad habits regarding food
and other entertainment options. The former interest is entirely other-
directed; the latter is entirely self-absorbed.

And whenever vegans are accused of “forcing beliefs on others” and
thereby violating the One Commandment of Moral Relativity; namely,
“Thou shalt not judge or attempt to persuade others on moral issues”,
we should remember who is forcing beliefs on whom.

Vegans are providing reasons for going vegan: 1) enslaving,
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exploiting, and killing sentient nonhumans is completely unnecessary
under any coherent notion of the word necessary; 2) enslaving,
exploiting, and killing sentient nonhumans is harmful; 3) unnecessary
harm is wrong; 4) it follows from 1, 2, and 3 that enslaving, exploiting,
and killing sentient nonhumans is wrong. That is not forcing any
beliefs on anyone. It is providing reasons to go vegan.

On the other hand, non-vegans force, in the nastiest and most
violent, unjust, and insane sense of that word, their unjustified beliefs
on innocent sentient nonhumans every time they consume an animal
product.

POSTED  BY  UNPOPULAR  VEGAN  ESSAYS  AT  3:41  PM 

LABELS:  IMPOSING BELIEFS ,  SELF - INTEREST

Older PostHome

free will (1)

free-range farming (2)

Gary Steiner (1)

hoffman (1)

hope (1)

humane myth website (1)

hypocrisy (1)

imposing beliefs (2)

in the news (2)

in-groups and out-groups (1)

indoctrination (2)

James LaVeck (1)

Jonathan Safran Foer (1)

kohlberg (1)

literature (1)

militant direct action (1)

minimum standard (1)

moral baseline (1)

moral philosophy (9)

moral psychology (8)

moral schizophrenia (1)

new welfarism (5)

objections to animal rights (3)

objections to veganism (5)

opinions and body parts (1)

PETA (2)

picking low-hanging fruit (1)

plant sentience (1)

policing nature (1)

present realities (1)

property status (1)

Proposition 2 (1)

rational ignorance (1)

rational irrationality (1)

readers' favorites (7)

religious violence (1)

science and religion (1)

secular violence (1)

self-interest (1)

sentience (2)

simon the sadist (1)

single-issue campaigns (2)

slogan: the world is vegan (1)

speciesism (2)

http://www.blogger.com/email-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/imposing%20beliefs
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/self-interest
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644&target=email
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644&target=blog
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644&target=twitter
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644&target=facebook
http://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=4465671015683129768&postID=3033335841461324644&target=buzz
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/2010/10/on-advocacy-media-preferences.html
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/free%20will
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/free-range%20farming
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/Gary%20Steiner
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/hoffman
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/hope
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/humane%20myth%20website
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/hypocrisy
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/imposing%20beliefs
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/in%20the%20news
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/in-groups%20and%20out-groups
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/indoctrination
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/James%20LaVeck
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/Jonathan%20Safran%20Foer
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/kohlberg
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/literature
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/militant%20direct%20action
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/minimum%20standard
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/moral%20baseline
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/moral%20philosophy
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/moral%20psychology
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/moral%20schizophrenia
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/new%20welfarism
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/objections%20to%20animal%20rights
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/objections%20to%20veganism
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/opinions%20and%20body%20parts
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/PETA
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/picking%20low-hanging%20fruit
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/plant%20sentience
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/policing%20nature
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/present%20realities
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/property%20status
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/Proposition%202
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/rational%20ignorance
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/rational%20irrationality
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/readers%27%20favorites
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/religious%20violence
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/science%20and%20religion
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/secular%20violence
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/self-interest
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/sentience
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/simon%20the%20sadist
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/single-issue%20campaigns
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/slogan%3A%20the%20world%20is%20vegan
http://unpopularveganessays.blogspot.com/search/label/speciesism

	blogspot.com
	Unpopular Vegan Essays: On Self Interest


	lEPTMwMzMzMzU4NDE0NjEzMjQ2NDQA: 
	form0: 
	q: 




