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Treating our slaves well
Treating our slaves well

Why do animals want to live? 

Animals can feel. Very few question this. Both science and our common sense clearly indicate it.
Animals can experience pain, distress or sadness. But they also know happiness, joy and pleasure.
Often, those who care about animals only pay attention to their suffering, failing to take action to
ensure they’re given the chance to enjoy life. 
It might seem obvious that not suffering is the most important issue. At the end of the day, we all
prefer to have a bit of a boring day than to be tortured throughout it. However, it’s not as simple as
this. Why do we want to live? Isn't it because we have an interest in enjoying life? If we didn't ever
enjoy it, we wouldn't wish to be alive. 
When we come face to face with situations in which we barely escape death, we are scared, and we are
glad when they’re over and we are still breathing. But, why would we care about dying? We wouldn't
suffer anymore, would we?
However, knowing we wouldn't be able to feel again the sun on our face, have a laugh with our friends
or hug loved ones makes death something that we try to avoid by all means. 
In fact, most of us put up with a good deal of suffering just to be able to stay alive. Some of us suffer
from painful diseases, others lose close friends, sometimes we are just sad or depressed. And we still
fight to live! This surely says much about how important our interest in living is. And since other
animals can also experience suffering and pleasure, it seems reasonable to think they’ll also wish to
live. 

Free range slaves or no slaves at all?

Many good people fight to alleviate the pain animals suffer in farms, labs, zoos... This is meritorious;
animals definitely prefer suffering a little to suffering a lot. Nevertheless, if we were the victims, would
we wish to be used as resources and eventually killed, even on the condition of being inflicted as little
pain as possible? Would we happily accept being imprisoned, however big the area we are allowed to
roam in is? And would we find our imminent death something we can face easily? 

Let’s imagine we were slaves in a cotton farm, some 200 years ago. There are campaigners fighting to
help us. But what they’re demanding is that we be kept in better conditions! They demand that we
aren’t beaten, that we have more rest, better food... But we want to be free, not slaves! 
Some welfare reforms might actually benefit us or, rather, the next generations of slaves. However, and
this is the crucial point, by not questioning the very institution of slavery, the campaigners create an
idea among the public that slavery is acceptable, as long as the methods used are not "cruel". 
Maybe reforms of the practices of slavery have a more immediate effect, because they don't endanger
the institution itself, but they can have long-term very damaging consequences for all the generations
to come: they will still be slaves, instead of free individuals. 
Obviously, from a personal perspective, we slaves might care more about what happens to us than what
will happen to next generations. But, from a more objective angle, it seems clear that it is more
beneficial to reach a stage where slavery is abolished than to prolong “high-welfare-slavery” for
centuries. The interest of all future individuals in not being enslaved is definitely more important than
the interest of today’s slaves in living in better conditions.
The most desirable option would be to help both present and future generations, although that may not
always be possible. Still, by demanding the abolition of slavery we would create a social debate in the
short term that would probably be reflected in the shape of welfare reforms introduced by official
bodies. While campaigners must push for the final goal to be achieved, society will take small (and
sometimes misguided) steps towards that goal. And this way we won't reinforce the idea that slavery is
justified. So, practically, we may achieve similar changes in the short term by ensuring that in the long
run the institution of slavery is not perpetuated. 

What can we do? 

We must work for a total abolition of animal utilisation, whether for food, clothes, entertainment or
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experiments. Welfare regulations are something many animal-users will (and do) try to introduce to
make their practices seem more acceptable to the public, whose scrutiny will become increasingly more
critical as a result of the awareness raised by anti-speciesist campaigners. Speciesism (species-based
discrimination) is as weak an argument as racism or sexism. Neither colour, sex or species make one
individual’s interests more important than another’s. By presenting this clear ethical standpoint we
ensure that society develops in the right direction regarding our relationship with nonhuman animals. 

Campaigning for more room for animals in farms, for anaesthetics to be used in labs, for adequate
stunning on the killing line and the like won't do anything but to guarantee that animals continue to be
killed and exploited for the foreseeable future. We’re facing a long struggle before we see an end to
animal utilisation; let’s not rush into embracing short term (although emotionally fulfilling) campaigns,
which will, in the end, do more harm than good. Let’s fight for what animals deserve: the total abolition
of their use, real consideration for their lives and liberty, and treatment as equals, not slaves. 

Andres Cameselle
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