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RSPCA gives tick to turkey meals

SHOPPERS will be able to purchase RSPCA-
approved turkeys for the first time this
Christmas amid sky-rocketing demand for high-
welfare food.

The organisation, which already vetoes pigs,
egg-laying hens and meat chickens, said the
move was about providing "a more ethical option
for turkey lovers".

The turkeys, sourced from free-range farms in
the NSW Hunter Valley, will hit the shelves at
Coles from December 18 and sell from between
$9.90 and $20 a kilo.

The retailer expects to sell a whopping 30,000 free-range turkeys this Christmas, representing a
55 per cent increase on sales in 2009.

Both the RSPCA and Coles agree that demand for high-welfare food has never been higher.

"Consumers continue to tell us that they are concerned about the welfare of animals, and this is
even more evident at Christmas time," Coles general manager of meat Allister Watson said in a
statement.

"That's why we've been working hard with our suppliers and the RSPCA to help customers clearly
identify which turkeys meet the RSPCA's tough free-range standards."

RSPCA chief executive Heather Neil said its approved farming scheme was about changing
conventional practice to improve the short lives of animals that are reared for food.

"The RSPCA believes that whether it's chicken, ham or turkey, you can enjoy your Christmas
lunch and still care about the animals that provided it," she said.
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