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Into the Tar Pit
of Religion
Well, I touched the hot button of overpopulation without
getting burned, so perhaps it’s safe to wade into the tar pit
of religion without going too far under…

First, a fair warning to lurking hunter trolls:  your comments
and feeble rationalizations (and we’ve heard them all before)
will not be posted on this blog, but will get filed as such and
may be used against you anytime they help prove a point.
For example, here’s part of a comment I received from a
hunter the other day: “I love animals, but fully understand
that all living things have their place in God’s plan and on
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His Earth. He gave us domain over animals. Read Genisis
[sic] and wake up!”

How convenient. But do people really still believe that kind
of crap?

Sadly, the answer appears to be yes.

A staggering 46% of Americans believe that god created
humans in their present form within the past 10,000 years,
according to a USA Today/Gallup survey conducted this
year from May 10th to the 13th. Not only has that number not
changed much in the past 30 years since Gallup first asked
the question on Creationism vs Evolution, it’s actually gone
up 2%, from 44% in 1982 to 46% in 2012!

Gallup’s Frank Newport told CNN, “Despite the many
changes that have taken place in American society and
culture over the past 30 years, including new discoveries in
biological and social science, there has been virtually no
sustained change in Americans’ views of the origins of the
human species since 1982. All in all, there’s no evidence in
this trend of a substantial movement toward a secular
viewpoint on human origins.”

So, why do I care what people believe? Why won’t I just let
them have their fun?
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Because such dogma can directly affect how non-humans
are treated.

The literal belief that humans have some kind of god-given
authority over every other species of animal bestows
undeserved power into unreliable hands. Creationist claptrap
that favors one species over another perpetuates
speciesist doctrine devised to demean and control our fellow
animals in the same way that notions of racial superiority
were used against our fellow humans.

The second most common view of those polled—held by
32% of respondents–is that humans evolved with god’s
guidance. Again, a very convenient conviction that can be
used to put humans on top.

Newport goes on to say, “It would be hard to dispute that
most scientists who study humans agree that the species
evolved over millions of years, and that relatively few
scientists believe that humans began in their current form
only 10,000 years ago without the benefit of evolution. Thus,
almost half of Americans hold a belief [in creationism] that is
at odds with the preponderance of scientific literature.”

To their benefit, and to the detriment of every other living
thing on the planet, I might add.

Wildlife Photography Copyright Jim Robertson—
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12 THOUGHTS ON “INTO THE TAR PIT OF RELIGION”

Share this:

This entry was posted in Uncategorized and tagged creationism, dogma,
speciesism by Exposing the Big Game. Bookmark the permalink.

Like this: One blogger likes this post.

Twitter 1 Facebook 36

Like

rali74 on June 3, 2012 at 9:05 pm said:

Reblogged this on Wisconsin Wildlife Ethic-Vote Our
Wildlife and commented:
Jim, I think that you have read my mind with this
posting. My wife and I were just talking about this
poll a few minutes before I read this. The same
message that Jim has for the hunter/trapper trolls and
their comments applies here as well. If you want your
killing “logic” ridiculed, keep attempting to post
comments on pro-wildlife blogs.

Reply �

Exposing the Big Game
on June 3, 2012 at 10:39 pm said:

Thanks for reblogging–glad to hear we’re of
like mind on this

Reply �

Kim Breimeier on June 4, 2012 at 1:00 am said:

My only complaint is the lumping of all religions with
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Christianity. Not all religions shard the “God gave us
dominion” idea, by any means, and many religions, in
fact, urge co-existing with all life forms. I’m not a
Christian, but I do have a religion, and the title
caused me to bristle when it shouldn’t have. I enjoyed
reading your thoughts and agree whole-heartedly.

Reply �

Exposing the Big Game
on June 4, 2012 at 1:45 am said:

I’m sorry to hear the title put you off, but am
glad you enjoyed reading it and agreed
otherwise.

Reply �

Patricia Randolph on June 4, 2012 at 5:22 am said:

The only part of your statement on religion that I
disagree with is the last sentence – that humans
benefit from any of this in real terms. Our chosen
estrangement from the rest of life’s wondrous
creatures does not benefit us at all. Perhaps if
thinking human life is “superior” in some way is a
benefit?

But the cost is so great – and we all know cost is not
factored into hunting, trapping, slaughterhouses, and
the general holocaust we are causing. We who care
must message clearly that we are losing too much.

The cost: ~
~human health destruction of animal based diets –
obesity, heart disease, kidney failure, excess protein
diseases and on and on
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~spiritual and actual isolationism, losing the myriad
relationships with the other in healthy ways
~animal slaughterhouse production as an estimated
18% – 51% cause of global climate chaos
~disruption and destruction of the water systems,
oceans, and biosystems that support human and the
rest of intact life
~35% crash in wildlife populations overall worldwide
in 35 years and accelerating

No other species chooses to isolate themselves from
other species, and parade around like kings while
devastating landscapes into ugly cities, roads, rural
monocultures. Massive mountaintop removal, digging
into the ground, under the oceans, and across
countries for choosing unsustainable earth shattering
choices of energy.

Humans seem willing to trade the religious self-
contrived “certainty” of their own salvation in some
invented “heaven”, destroying all that is real and
beautiful and now.

I

Reply �

Exposing the Big Game
on June 4, 2012 at 6:03 am said:

Amen to all that. Not all my satire is meant to
be taken literally, by the way. Speaking of that,
didn’t anyone get a laugh out of the photo of
the wolf pooping, right after the line “,,,do
people really still believe that kind of crap?”
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on June 4, 2012 at 6:57 am said:

Yes!, Well played 

shannonwright1 on June 4, 2012 at 6:53 am said:

Reblogged this on Shannon Wright.

Reply �

Shannon Wright on June 4, 2012 at 6:56 am said:

I love you, I love you, I love you!!!!!!!!!! REBLOGGED! I
fight hunters, including my fundamentalist family, on
this issue soooooo often. It’s an excuse to not look at
themselves so they never have to change, because
“god says so”.

Reply �

Exposing the Big Game
on June 4, 2012 at 4:15 pm said:

Right, I just can’t fathom a god who would
imbue on all his millions of diverse creations
the ability to experience sensations like
pleasure and pain, or feel emotions like fear
and anxiety, only to serve the wants and
desires of one chosen species who happens
to look like him…
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Theme: Twenty Eleven | Blog at WordPress.com.

cetude on June 4, 2012 at 10:43 am said:

Dinosaurs had dominion over the earth for about 160
million years – whilst humans (what can be
considered species Homo) about 1.6 million years
ago and is on the verge of destroying themselves due
to overpopulation and exploitation of the planet
which is basically a toxic wasteland now. Humans will
go extinct just like any other animal, because humans
are animals too – and made of meat.

Reply �

Exposing the Big Game
on June 4, 2012 at 4:19 pm said:

Yes, and they’re sure to leave a big mess for
the scavengers to clean up after they’re gone.

Reply �
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